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Introduction
As directed by the Pennsylvania Department of Education, Octorara’s COVID-19 Athletic
Health and Safety Plan will expire on the last day of the 2020-2021 school year. In an effort to
prevent the spread of COVID-19 in the school community, Octorara Athletics will implement
the following health and safety protocols for district operations effective Thursday, June 17,
2021 through Sunday, August 8, 2021. These protocols follow the recommended guidance
from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the Chester County Health Department.

General Information
● Based on Governor Wolf’s orders and the Chester County Health Department’s

recommendations, unvaccinated coaches and student-athletes are encouraged to
wear face coverings while indoors.

● Any student-athlete, coach, or staff member who is sick should stay at home.

● All off-season workouts are open and voluntary. Student-athletes will not be penalized
for not attending off-season workouts; however, they should participate in at-home
workouts to physically prepare for their upcoming sports season.

Information for Coaches
● Coaches should report any exposures to COVID-19 or positive test results to the

athletic director.

● Notification of any use of an OASD facility (indoor or outdoor) must be approved by the
athletic director prior to entry into the facility.

● Coaches must maintain an accurate record of attendance for every team event.

Information for Student-Athletes
● Student-athletes should report any exposures to COVID-19 or positive test results to

the athletic director and coach.

● Student-athletes must arrive with an adequate hydration supply. Coolers, shared water
bottles and the use of water fountains will not be permitted.
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Miscellaneous Information
Facility/Equipment Cleaning

● Adequate cleaning schedules will be created and implemented for all athletic
facilities to mitigate any communicable disease.

● OASD will provide cleaning supplies.

● Athletic facilities and durable equipment must be properly cleaned before and
after team events. High touch areas must be cleaned more often.

○ Athletic facilities will be cleaned by custodians before each team event.
○ High touch areas and equipment will be cleaned before, during, and after

team events by coaches.

● Fitness Center equipment must be cleaned/sanitized before and after each use
by the user.

Team Events
All team events (practices, home competitions, meetings, team dinners, etc.) must be
held on OASD’s campus or at an approved off-campus site. Off-campus sites must be
approved by the athletic director prior to scheduling team events.

Overnight/Out of State Events/Events in COVID-19 Hot Spots
OASD will evaluate each event and follow all local/state government guidelines on a
case by case basis. The safety of our student-athletes, coaches, and staff members by
limiting their exposure to COVID-19 is a high priority. Overnight/Out of State Events
must be approved by the athletic director thirty days prior to departure.

Additional Considerations
Practices for HS Football will begin on August 9, 2021. Practices for all other HS fall
sports and JH Cross Country will begin on August 16, 2021. All other JH Fall Sports
practices will begin on August 23, 2021.  Adjustments to this health and safety plan will
be made for the fall sports season.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html

